[A paradox: deaf-muteness, a minor oral handicap].
Deaf-muteness is a major handicap in the Occident because it brings on many disorders in the child's nerve plexus. On the contrary, in the societies with oral tradition, it seems that this handicap has no effect as far as attainments and functionings in the period of neurobiological and neurophysiological maturation are concerned. Current research suggests that orality circles produce very rich stimuli which develop perceptions and sensory abilities, in correlation with highly diversified abilities of the central nervous system. Moreover oral tradition develop a sign language within the comprehension of the child. Sensorial stimuli and sign language compensate for or remove the effects of deaf-muteness during the neurological maturation and secure a normal harmonious development.